cluttercontro

Most houses have them: hot spots where the family dumps everything from homework
and bike helmets to sneakers and cell phones. We offer fast fixes for organizing the
messiest, my-home-is-out-of-control spaces. BY MICHELLE ROBERTS
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BEHOLD THE PICTURE-PERFECT HOME: Appliances sparkle, plates and utensils gleam, pillows
are forever fluffed, the floors are so clean you can eat off them. Oh please! While the time-honored deep-cleaning
ritual that spring used to bring sounds lovely, it just doesn’t fit on our iCals anymore. We've learned to survive
with scuffed floorboards and the fur Fido leaves behind. What we really need is a battle plan to win the war on
clutter. Dust bunnies we can live with; it's the disorder that drives us nuts. By organizing the dumping grounds—
spots like the entryway, dinning room table, kitchen or playroom where clutter seemingly clings—we can bring
much-needed order to our homes. It may not be the company-is-coming sort of clean our mothers strived for
each spring, but it can help lighten heavy-duty chores and allow us to feel like everything is where it should be.
Here, experts’ timesaving techniques and simple shortcuts that will make spring cleaning a breeze.

ENTRYWAY

This s first spot you see when you walk
in the door after a long day, and it's the
last thing you look at in the morning as
you run for the train. (It's also where
guests get their first impression of your
home, but we're not even going there.)
And talk about a feng shui nightmare:
This is the space where jackets lie
splayed on the floor, where sports
equipment threatens to topple, car keys
vanish and household bills disappear
(“What do you mean they're shutting
down our cable™). For such a small area,
alot seems to accumulate here—mostly
unintentionally. But with a few simple
steps, you can gain control and get
the chi flowing

Place a pretty drop box at the door
(check out PepperKids storage crates,
29, thepepperkids.com). Toss in keys,
mail, wallets, the kinds of things that often
seem to have evaporated into thin air
when you're searching for them. As long

as these oft-lost items have a regular spot
they can land every day, you're all set.
Hang an over-the-door organizer
(try the Matural Canvas Over the Door
Organizer with Mirrer by Richards Home-
wares, $26, organize.com) near the front
door.orin the coat closet, low enough for
kids to reach the bottom pockets. This is
the perfect spot for sunglasses, gloves,
hats, small sporting equipment and more,
Give all family members their own
drop spot if you have the luxury of space.
Label them to prevent sibling squabbles.
It could be a colorful stack of cubbies or
plastic bins with lids. Be logical and supply
storage that suits what the kids are drop-
ping—backpacks obviously require some-
thing bigger. One option is placing a slim
floor-to-ceiling bookshelf in the entryway
and giving each family member a shelf
to place things on when coming or going.
One with adjustable shelves is best so you
can customize the space according to
each person's needs, Attach coat hooks
to one side for everyday jackets,
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Make good on your goal to be green
by keeping reusable canvas grocery shop-
ping bags by the door. To make sure you
don'tforgetthem, hangthem onthe door-
knob. If you still find yourself leaving them
behind, place your car keys or even your
purse in the bag.

Plug in a power strip at the entryway
and useittocharge everyday electronics—
like iPods, PDAs and the digital camera,
It's a clever way to avoid the “oh nol” of
a dead BlackBerry or cell phone as you
race out the door.

DINING ROOM

Remember when you bought the dining
room table? Visions of clever family
banter and home-cooked feasts danced
in your head. Now it's a magnet for piles
of papers, a spot where homework and
office work are done. (Meanwhile, you
and the kids eat microwaved meals—
in shifts—in front of the TV.) It's time
to reclaim this space for its original
purpose, Here's how:
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Create space on a side table for afile
holder with slotslabeled Read Me, Respond
to Me, Pay Me, etc. (help match them to
your decor with travel or faux bois file
folders, $18 and %5, roomservicehome
.com}. Then take action as time permits.
Presto! Paper piles disappear. Addition-
ally, you want to have a decorative waste-
paper bin (or a paper recycling bin} in that
room 50 you can immediately throw out
anything you don't need.

Dig out those beaded napkin rings
you bought specifically to make your
table beautiful—and use them, along with
all your other pretty tableware, Keeping
your dining room table set breaks the
habit of dumping stuff on an otherwise
empty horizontal surface,

Do away with stray napkins and the
ketchup bottle from last night's dinner by
keeping items needed for mealtime in a
picnic tote. Store salt and pepper shakers,
condiments and extra napkins in here for
quick and easy cleanup.

Buy a small rolling cart and fill it with
supplies (find onefor 3130 atergeindemand
.com). That way when your dining table
must double as a home office or project/
craftarea, justrollthe cartupwhenneeded,
then out of sight when you're done.

THE KITCHEN

On the rare occasion when the gang’s all
there, the kitchen is where everyone gath-
ers. Which means there's always a mess,
But you can control the chaos by separat-
ing the kitchen into zones for the func-
tions you perform there. Once you know

what area will serve what rask, reorgan-
ize and store the tools you need nearby.
Group and store like items together.
Instead of opening four cabinets to make
a cup of coffee in the morning, place your
travel mug, sugar, spoon, etc.,, on the cab-
inet shelf nearest the coffeepot and sink.
Get into the habit of using the
“first in, first out” system. After shopping,
younaturally put the new stuffin the front.
Instead, get in the habit of leaving room
in the back of your storage cabinets to
store the new cans and boxes. This way,
you'll see the older items first.

Stay on top of refrigerator madness.
Instead of ignoring a disgusting fridge
mess until you have to go in with a gas
mask, take ten minutes once a week at
the same time to dump old food and take
an inventory of what's in there so you're
not buying things at the grocery store
that you already have,

Set up a family Lost and Found—
a designated box, bin or drawer—like the
one at school or at the gym. Whenever
someone leaves out the iPod charger or
Barbie's shoe, toss it in Lost and Found,
where the owner can retrieve it himself,
Keep kids' odd-shaped plastic dishes
in their own cabinet rather than trying
to fit them in with everyday plates. Bonus
tip: Move kid-friendly stuff to an “'ll get
it myself" lower shelf so your children
can help themselves,

Place a basket on the counter for
grab-and-go items like breakfast bars and
snacks. That way you don't have to search
for them on your way out the door.
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Prepare next-day school and office
lunches while cocking dinner so you'll
hawve just ane cleanup. Keep thermoses,
brown bags and ziplocks in one spot.
Make serving breakfast a snap by
creating a breakfast bin. Load it up with all
the items you usually need for breakfast:
bowls, sugar, spoons and so on. To set up
for that most important meal of the day,
Just bring the bin to the table.

Organize the junk drawer by placing
all takeout menusin asingle folder labeled
Menus (try the Takeout Menu Organizer,
$20, uncommengoods.com). For a really
inexpensive option, use a slim three-ring
binder, slip in a few page protectors and
slide one menu into each. Bonus tip:
Create a duplicate binder of takeout
menus and keep it in the car so you can
call in an arder on your way home,
Keep artwork from decorating every
inch of your kitchen by setting up an art
gallery. Awallin the playroom,a corner of
the family room or an alcove in the child's
room will work. Place the newest and best
creations in the gallery. Older work can be
added to the memery box (two pieces a
month is a good rule), passed along to
family members or used for backgrounds
in photo albums or as gift wrap.

PLAYROOM

When you first moved in, you loved the
playroom’s hardwood floor. You had
such grand plans for the airy openness
of this bit of square footage, but now you
can hardly remember what it looked
like—it's been buried beneath a moun-
tain of Elmos and Tonkas ever since.

Label several toy bins by category—
dolls, action figures, dress-up clothes—so
the kids know what goes where. For little
ones who don't read yet, use pictures
(Polaroids or digital printouts) for labels.
Use a basket or shelf space as a
remaote wrangler to contain all the DVD,
TiVa, TV, stereo and Wil remotes so you
don't lose your mind searching for them,
Stop nagging the kids to clean up.
Instead, give each a personalized tote bag,
(%24, creativenamesigns.com). When you
need them to pick up, hang it on the bed-
room doorknob. They can grab the bag,
fill it and put the toys where they belong.
Go through toys every six months
and weed out the ones that are broken or
that your child has outgrown. Make piles
of “trash,” “donate” and “sell” so the clut-
ter of toddler toys doesn't linger until your
kids are applying to colleges. m

Our Experts: Alicia Rockmore, CEQ of Buttoned Up Inc. and coauther of Everything (Almast)

in Its Place, and Jamie Movak, author of The Get Crganized Answer Book: Practical Solutions
for 275 Questions on Conquering Clutter, Sorting Stuff, and Finding More Time and Energy.
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